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NOT HAPPY, JAN! Ocean Shores residents (from lefi) Lisa and Mark Russell, Tina Petroff, David Hall,

Denise Stanners and Stan Petroff’ protest the aaln of Lot 107 at yesterday's council meeting.
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Decision sparks furious outbursts

By SAMANTHA TURNBULL -
sturnbull@northernstar.com.au

RAGE- FUEIJ,E,D accusations and
insults were flving as the ‘Byron

Shire ‘Council finally voted to sell

Lot 107 Shara Bm:l&varﬂ at COcean
Shores.
The Ocean Shores |r.',+:.-1:r1!|:|:m1'Lit1ljir

has been embroiled in a decade-

long battle with the council to
convert the land into sportsfields,
but the majority of councillors
yesterday voted to sell the land

to the NSW Roads aru:l Traffic ALL e

thority (RTA).

The RTA plans to preserve ﬂlﬂ
site as a wildlife corridor because
it needed compensatory habitat

for land destroyed by upgradmg-

the Pacific Highway.

Ocean Shores Community Asso-
ciation acting president Tina
Petroff said the fight would con-
tinue in court. z

“We wanted to-work this ont
through mediation, but now the
council has left us no choice,” she
said.

“We'll be seeking an mjunctmn
to protect the site from being sold
while this goes through court.”

A rescission motion lodged by
Cr Ross Tucker fo prevent the

gale failed, but was supported by

councillors - Ray Kestle, Diane
Woods and Jan Mangleson.

Mavor Jan Barham and coun-
cillors John Diazarus, Richard
Staples, Tom. Tabart and Peter
Westheimer voted to sell Lot 107,
while Cr Bob Tardif was absent.

The issue was supposed to be
debated in a confidential session
of the extraordinary meeting, but
all councillors except John Laza-

www.northernstar.com.au

o rus and Richard Staples voted to

open the discussion to the public

and media, as long as the sale

price was not revealed.
A dozen residents opposing the
sale filled the small public gallery

of the council's Mullumbimby con-

ference room
slogans mclm]m;,

mg signs with

and ‘Lot 107 helnngs,tmthg com-.
- munity — not Greens councillors’,

~ Ocean Shores Community Asso-
‘ciation treasurer David Hall was

threatened with eviction from the

_conference room several times for
< yelling in the middle of council-

lors’ speeches.
“We just wanted the Greens

couneillors to answer our ques-
~tions, like what animals are not

using Lot 107 as a wildlife corri-
dor now,” he said.

“But they wouldn't answer."

However, LCr Barham said
Ocean -Shores residents had been
making threats of their own.

She did not give specific exam-
ples, but said those opposed to the
sale had embarked on a campaign

of ‘rudeness, ridicule, intimidation

and threats’,

Cr Tucker said if that was
true, the Greens were simply
getting their own back.

“Onece it's directed back at the
Greens and their supporiers it's
suddenly very, very wrong," he
said.

“Grow up and go with it —
they're the-tools used in politics
in Australia.™

B What do you think?

Phone the Star Feedback
line on 6624 3266 or email
opinlons@northernstar.com.au

Claims of

secret deal

OCEAN  Shores
Community Associ-
ation spokesman
Jim Mangleson
claims secret meet-

CHAPTY - Jantessings -...a.i'.ha;th_,t uk.-.

El&ce in 10997 anaf_

of Lot 107, Shara._

- Boulevard, Qecean

Ehﬂraa :
- Mr Mangl&ﬂnn.
Saiﬂ the Roads Cand-

“Praffic ﬁuthunty

and seven environ-
mental groups met
secretly at the By-
ron Bay Communi-
ty Centre to help
choose the Bruns-
wick Heads to Yel-
gun Pacific High-

way upgrade route.

He said that de-
cision meant Lot
107 would eventnal-
Iy have to be sold

~ to the RTA as com-
~ pensatory habitat.

An RTA spokes-
man has denied
the route was cho-

- gen at those meet-

* He said the com-
munity  consulta-

* tion process to de-

cide on a route
was exhaustive and
included the Ocean
Shores Community
Essuclatmn :
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