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Byron

Shire”-l-"resident:

NOW PLANNING CAN
BE SORTED OUT

Prasldent, Cr Sl,lnﬂ'.ﬂobl.ninﬂ. is not disappointed a planning administrator has besn appointed to the Byron

Shire’ Councll as the councll ‘now could get its planning function sorted out'.

Cr Robingon was commenting following
~"tha stripping of the council's planning pow-
ors and the appoiniment of a planning ad-
ministrator from the Depariment of Planaing
and Environment.

This action was taken lnst week by the
Minister for’ Planniag and Environment, Mr
Carr. iy =

Mr Carr sald the adminisirator would be
responsible lor all the functions of the Envi-
ronmental Planning and Assessment Act
(1er@)."- .

Humbar of complaints

“The: Byron -Shire Council's planning per-
formance: has given rise 1o & number of
complainis in recent years,” Mr Carr said.

“In 1883, Locel Government inspectors
wara gant (o Investigate the council's perfor-
mance and & major report was prepared.

“Many of the issues raised in that report
indicate & tolally inadequats performance of
tha council’s functions undar - the - Environ-
mantal Planning and Assessment Act. V- -

“The council has had considerabla difficul-

ties in coming to grips with its responslbili-
ties in Implemeanting the Act. it has paricrme
ad’ Inadequately in. ensuring that propes
conslderation ~la given 1o a full range of

“environmental issues and, most important, .

that-ite statutory planning controls are Imple-
mented correctiy.” :
Planning powars

Mr Carr "said that as & result he had
decided to appoint a planning administraior
to assuma all of council planning powears,

Thesa duties now will be taken over by
he assistant director of the Department of
Environment and Plannirg, Mr Jm Waugh.

Mr Carr zaid Mr Waugh had had consid-
orable experisnce in the administration of
planning in Haw South Wales.

He was'a council enginser-planner for a
numbar of years, before starting his duties
with the Stata Planning Autharity In 1971,

It is expactad Mr Waugh will work in Byron
Bay two days a waak

This will cost the councll about $30.000
as the council must pay for Mr Waagh's
salary and axpsnses. 3

Cr Robinson said he had spent saveral
rwu with Mr Waugh discusaing the situa-
ion.

Mr Waugh would have the final say in all
planning mallers and ihere would be little or
no input from counciflors,

“This of course Is extremaly disappointing
1o the councillors,” he aaid.

“Mr Waugh's decision will ba fnal, al-
though pacpla still will have the option of
taking their casa 1o the Land end Environ-
ment Court, i

“I do expact however, that Mr Waugh will
find his job quite a difficult one as there are
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a lot of 'stirrars’ in the shire,”
Cr Robinson said the appointment of a
planning administrator (the first time that the

Planning administrator, Mr Jim Waugh
_ There would be no secrecy about

Cn hig raturn 1o Sydney, Mr Waugh toid

application approved,

“The public will ba informed of ail decisions | make and there will be no attempt to do

anything in secrecy,” Mr Waugh said.

Mr Waugh intends to hold & public maating on the day after the normal council
maatings (which ara heid on the fourth Tuesday ol each micinth) ‘and It ‘will be at fhis
meeting that he will hand down his planning decisions.
~The public will be sllowed lo attend these meatings but they will not be allowed to

speak.

Mr Waugh's decision will be final, except for applicans’ right of appeal to the Land

and Environmant Gourt,

“1 hope that during my time in Byran Stira | will bacome conscious of the people’s and
tha councillors’ viaws on many planning matters,” Mr Waugh said,

planning decisions in Byron Shire, the
*'fewly appointed planning administrator, Mr Jim Waugh, told the Advocale.
- Mr Waugh, assistant diresior of the Departmant
eppoinied to his naw role by the Minister for
Mr Waugh visited the Byrin Bay following his appointmant |ast “weok,
ihe Advacaie that he had visited the council
straight away so the ‘least amount of interrupticn would be made’.
Ha said he did not intend to delay people, especially those wha just wanied a building

State Governmeni has this power) would
make littie or no difference to ratepayers
and rasidents of the shire.

People wanting to present development
appations would do 3o in the same WaY BE
thay Biways had dona, i 4

Development applications would be ra-
ported on.by the council's chigf tawh plan-
nar, Mr lan Pickles, bul these raports now
would go to Mr Waugh Instesd of to & coun-
cil maating.

“The councit will not deal with the devel-
opmen! applicalions or &ny other planning
function — thoy will bo deall with by Mr
‘Waugh,” ha said

= -

of Environment and Planning, was
Planning and Environmant, Mr Carr,
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Chambers’
response
disgusts
organiser

Organisers of a proposed ragion-
al chambers of commerca confer-
ance at Ballina have been disgust-
ed by the poor response which has
forced its cancellation.

The conlarence, baeing organsed by
ihe Ballina and District Chamber of C
méfca was to have been hald this w
&nd

The prasident of the chamber, Mr John
White, said lack of interest and support
from ofher Morth Coast chambers had
forced the cancellation.

Letters had been sent to chambars of
commarce lrom Coffs Harbour in the north
fo the Queensland border and wesi fo
Tenterfiald. B g

“No one bolherad to answar our invita-
tions, let alone send them back,” Mr
White said.

“These invitations were followed up
wilh reminder calla, but | still did not gei
BNy response.™

Mr White said he was disgueted with
the poor response,

He said local businesses- cbviously
ware apathatic in their approach 1o pro
mating thalr business and their tlown

“Thera are so many local businessmen
who say they ara struggiing, yet here
thay have been presented with a parfac
opporiunity o do something about it and
thay will not,” Mr White said.

"I wonder how these people run their
businenses ™

The rydional conferance was (o dis-
cuss local matteds and fo find ways of
promoting the area and lobbying State
and Fadaral Ministers

The conference also would have pro-
vided an opporiunity for lscal chambers
ol commerce ta ligise with delegaies
from the Werth East Local Governme-:
Association. .

Mr Whila said it still was hoped 1o 1
& regional conferance in Balling within tha |
nex! thrae monihs but there would have
1o ba & 50 to 60 per cent positive re-
sponse from Morth Coast chambérs bis-
fore the confarence would ba held
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Grant delay halts Mullumbimby museum repairs

Plang for further major work on the Brunswick Valley Historical Societ
2 standstill while the soclety waits for its first allocation of a Bicenten

Tha socisty recaived a lettor on Novembaer

_ 11 from the Byron Shire Council, which .ia

acting as oversesr of the grant, regarding
allocations and the conditions nttached,

A meating of the sociely was hastily ar-
ranged and & reply lorwardad on, Movember
18 mgreeing te the conditions.

The president. Mr Mauris Summaers, aaid
there was an agresment 1o be signad and

MEN'S, BOYS"
AND ALL
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the saciely was asked to make an appoint-
ment with a member of the council's stafi.
Several aftempls were made but the man
was nover available, the aociety being told
hé was occupied with the council's esti-
matea.

Mr Summers said the agreameni had final
ly bean signed and forwarded to the Bicen.
tannial Authority.
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¥'s museum at Muliumbimby have come to
nial Authority grant,

It waz hoped tha $7000 duse at the end of
January now would be forthcoming within
four to six waeks,

The monay will be used to repair and paint
the musaum.

The sociely is to reéceive a tolal of
$50.000 over the next 18 months fram the
Bicentannial Authority.
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